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Green and Digital Transition - Key Drivers of Innovation

Grand challenges - innovations play an important role in solving them
OFFERING OPPORTUNITIES TO CITIES AND COMPANIES
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* Altogether 2,8 million people (50% of
the population of Finland) |

* Around 85% of RDI spending
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Cities’ Ecosystem
Agreements -
Main characteristics

Altogether 16 city regions, all university-
driven

Agreements designed and written in co-
creative process between each city and the
Government

Clear priority setfing with spearhead
competencies

Ambitious and strategic approach, glooal
level competencies and knowledge
Long-term partnership between cities and
national Goverment (2021-2027)
Combines innovation policy To urban
development policy




Mission

Innovative and pioneering
cities aiming at innovation-
led and sustaining growth by
inking Their own strenghts to
the opportunities of
digitalization and carbon
neutrality
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Different roles for cifies

v' Neutral platforms for strengthening collaboration
between companies, universities and research

v' Largescaleinfrastructure investments for RDI-
collaboration

v' Innovation hubs capable to allure international and
national RDI-investments and talents fo Finland

v' Pioneers as building digital, low carbon and resource
effective urban area - offering at the same fime new

business opportunities

v’ Reference markets for export companies
(investment and innovative public procurement)

v Leadingroles for thematic networks (ie. Clusters)
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Concept of Innovative cities

and Communities |

© Partnership between

state and university
cities
16 long-tferm agreements 2021-2027/
Co-funded by ERDF, State and Cities

Focus in sfrafegic spearheads in each
agreement

Sparring and exchange of ideas with
National Steering Committee led by
the MEAE

innocities

Q Smooth RDI
collaboration at
local level
Shared vision and ambitious goals setf
by local stakeholders: Companies,

universities, research institutes, city
and other publicinstitfutes.

Catalyzing and pooling resources

Local leading groups led by the city

Ministry of Economic Affairs
and Employment of Finland

National and
infernational
networks

6 selected themes led by
champion cifies

Innovation and competence
networks: applied research for
companies

Co-funded by
the European Union
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Thematic activities within the Ecosystem agreements 2021-2027/

Green transition

+ Technology metals and circular

economy

« Circular economy of urban water

system

- Smart and sustainable urban

solutions

« Circular economy of industrial

waste water freatment

* Sustainable and smart energy

systems

- New business in the forest

bioeconomy and circular economy

+ Green electrification
- Sustainable circular economy and

clean solutions in urban areas

* Buildings, energy and

infrastructure

- Battery chemicals
» Circular economy and intelligent

solutions for industry

+ Carbon-neutral circular economy

Digital transition and
new fechnologies

- Automation and robotics
- New learning environments and

digital solutions of skills
development

- Digitalisation in the changing urban

environment

- Sustainable regeneration of the

food ecosystem

* Photonics business

- Renewing industry

- Measurement fechnology

* Intelligent regeneration of industry
* High-performance computing,

artificial intelligence and data
centres

* Sustainable industry X

Wellbeing

* Health and wellbeing technology
+ Life sciences
- Digital wellbeing and health

solutions

* Sports business
* Physical activity, health promotion

and wellbeing

- Arctic fourism
- Wellbeing services of future and

management of distances

- Digital health solutions



Some policy lessons and
challenges
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